
HARMONY 303 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday the 3rd July 2018 in 
Norton Village Hall. 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies for absence 
Viv Campbell welcomed members to the 7th AGM and first of all gave the good 
news that the painting of a hare by Ellie Smith had raised  £105 at the auction  
for Water Aid. Thanks to Liz Jones for providing the painting and also Carol 
Cooke, Keith Beattie and Roseanne Crowther. 
She introduced the committee comprising Margaret Baker, Treasurer, Ros 
Beattie, Vice Chairman, Elizabeth Hetherington, Catering, Janet Hutton, Minutes 
Secretary, Pella Tromans, Repertoire,  Carol Cooke,  IT and Jenny Becker press 
releases and events writer, and Music Director Caroline Rigby. 
Apologies for absence:  Carol Cooke, Sue Jones, Roseanne and Stuart 
Crowther, Sue Cassell. 
 
2. Approval of the minutes from the 2017 AGM 
These were approved and proposed by Cheryl Ronaldson and seconded by Liz 
Hetherington. 
 
3. Chairman's Report    
Viv  reported that £1800 had been raised so far for Water Aid.     
The current committee was outlined – see above. 
She detailed the various performances during the year - Stourhead in 
September, Martock Church and the Martock  “Come for Coffee” morning in 
November, December at Dillington, the ‘Sharing’ at the end of term with the usual 
Christmas theme. 
The choir sang at the Kingsbury Episcopi May Fair and  preparation had been 
going on for ‘Sing for Water’ in the Passenger Shed Bristol Templemeads on the 
15th July 2018. 
In October some of the choir would be visiting Catalonia  and extra workshops 
would support this. Particular thanks were due to Dave Dwyer for his help in 
organising this visit. 
Some sad news was that we had lost friends and co-singers and we were invited 
to sing at the funeral services of Ian Baker and Derek Robinson, both valued 
members of the choir and dear friends  who will be greatly missed. 
This year the committee had to make the difficult decision to raise the fees due to 
increasing costs for the first time in seven years however it was felt that 
‘Harmony 303’ is still remarkably good value! 



Viv mentioned that she was now coming to the end of her three years as Chair, 
having served as Secretary in the previous three years, but the time had come 
for others to take over. 
Finally huge thanks to many people - firstly to Ros for her commitment to the 
choir and taking such care in organising everything. 
All the committee members were thanked.  Sadly, Jenny and Elizabeth are 
standing down and they were thanked for all their help and support. 
Thanks also to Christine Robinson, Liz Jones,and  Keith Beattie for all their help 
with Water Aid fund raising this term and choir members for supporting the stalls 
and Keith’s printing of repertoire songs. 
Joyce Humphreys kindly checked our accounts and many thanks went to Music 
Director, Caroline Rigby - her energy and enthusiasm being second to none. 
Our choir is uplifting and dynamic. Being a member of Harmony 303 is a 
tremendous experience! See attached for full report. 
 
4. Matters Arising   
Jenny Becker thanked Viv for her splendid work as chair. 
 
5. Membership Report 
The numbers are in the high 70's There are 3 places vacant and 3 people looking 
to join in the autumn  so the numbers are very healthy . 80 is the maximum. 
Members were urged to encourage taster sessions. 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
Margaret said that it was a complex statement because of the different events 
this year. She went through the different categories. The Catalonia money is 
passing through the account. The final balance is £1519.29  with £115.08 in the 
reserve account. See attached for full report. 
 
7. Matters Arising 
The reason the Catalonia amount differed from the payments to Rayburn was 
because one member paid the whole lot with single room supplement in one go. 
Cheryl asked why we need a reserve account and Ros explained that it was 
there for unexpected expenses – also eg to supplement coach hire. Originally it 
was set up in case numbers dropped  so that the choir could continue financially 
until more members joined. The re - design of the website and Harmony 303 
custom made banner took up most of the reserve this past year. Margaret was 
thanked for her work on this report. 
 
8. Election of Committee   
Three committee members are leaving, Liz, Viv and Jenny. As the remainder 
were willing to stand again they were voted on and proposed by Sara Harcourt 
and seconded by Steph Taylor. 
There are 5 potential vacancies and Christine Robinson agreed to join – 
proposed by Viv Campbell and seconded by Viv Brisset.  Trudy Cronin expressed 
a wish to be a 'non officer' member – proposed by Jenny Becker and seconded 



by Alison Allen. Jane Hodgson  has also joined the committee, proposed by Pella 
Tromans and seconded by Christine Robinson 
Viv said that members can be co opted on to the committee at any time during 
the year.  Many thanks to those coming on to the committee. Posts will be 
decided at the September meeting. 
 
9. Music Director's Report 
Caroline listed all the songs and  gave details of the repertoire questionnaire so 
far for this year She also outlined the different challenges of the more complex 
songs. 
There had been many events and performances this past year  – see the 
Chairman's report for the full list. 
One summer workshop was planned for August. 
Membership  - Caroline mentioned the sad news that two of the basses had died  
Ian Baker and Derek Robinson– and they were both greatly missed. En tout la 
paix du coeur for Ian Baker, and Parting Glass for Derek Robinson were sung at 
their respective funerals. 
On a happier note, choir membership was thriving and we had welcomed several 
new members this year 
Finally she  thanked all the committee for working so hard to manage the choirs 
affairs, finance, events, membership and all associated administration. In 
particular a special thanks to retiring committee Chair Viv  and a big thank-you to 
Ros also for  dealing with  so many choir matters so efficiently.  Thanks to 
Margaret for always paying promptly, and to Keith for copying all the song sheets 
and to Pella for organising the repertoire files. 
Lastly (but not least) a massive thank-you to all  choir members, for amazing 
commitment to learning songs for all the performances, and so cheerfully trying 
out and practising all the different songs with such enthusiasm to create our 
glorious Harmony 303. For the full report see attached. 
Viv thanked Caroline for all her enthusiastic work with our choir. 
 
10. Any Other Business 
Sheila Heaven mentioned that there was a problem with people being squashed 
in the seats especially when using folders. Cheryl  Ronaldson suggested  
changing the order of seating the sopranos to the other side and Caroline said 
that a circle shape would be best but we are too big so the horseshoe shape is 
the best.  The problem occurs when people occupy the seats near them and then 
take away the others to the back cupboard.  After the 'warm up' people need to 
look around and find a space, but not move the chairs, then move up or be willing 
to come to the front.  Pella suggested we could possibly get the places sorted 
before the 'warm up'. It was agreed that at the start of next term we would try this 
different method and see how it goes for a few weeks. There need to be 3 or 4 
inches between each chair. 
The second item in AOB was Steph who complained about the chatter when 
Caroline is trying to teach us - we need to show Caroline more respect. Perhaps 
the best way is to nudge someone when talking, if near you, and emphasise 



corporate responsibility. Cheryl said that it would be a pity if the supportive nature 
of the choir were lost but it was suggested that people could come earlier if they 
needed to chat . Caroline was not keen to have a longer break. 
 
Felicity Kimpton mentioned the fact that flight was involved for Barcelona and it 
would be good to have journeys that did not involve flying. It was suggested that 
we should find out from members what the interest was for different modes of 
transport. 
The Barn Dance in July last year was very successful and Liz Hetherington was 
thanked for all her work for this. 
 
11. Date of 2019 AGM 
The date of the next AGM will be decided in due course. 


