
HARMONY 303 CHOIR-LEADER’S REPORT FOR AGM 2017 
 
Songs 2016-2017 
Our songs this year have as usual reflected a range of genres and include songs 
in other languages – which sometimes present an extra challenge to members! 
 
Warm-ups, rounds and short songs - these songs were included this year 
amongst other warm-ups: Young Rider, As I mee walked, We got all the love, 
Every Voice Shall Sing, Yenamanoa, Adios hermanos 
Autumn Term 2016 
Bright Morning Star, Mali Mali mai, Somewhere only we know 
Christmas songs 2016 
Da pacem domine, Carolite, Come and I Will Sing You, Dunster carol, We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas, (+ well known carols Silent Night and Boar’s Head Carol) 
Spring term 2017 
Blacksmith, In My Life, Somlandela, Welcome Table 
Summer term H303 
Come by the Hills, New Jerusalem, Thina simunye, Dida voi 
 
Repertoire 
As well as learning a large number of different songs, I have endeavoured this 
year to ensure that the old repertoire is revisited and sung regularly so that most 
songs are sung at least once every term – with the previous year’s favourites 
being sung most often. Sometimes this requires re-teaching parts but does ensure 
we have a good variety of songs almost performance ready for when we need 
them, and I can select the most appropriate songs for each occasion. All the main 
songs and  some of the shorter songs have been uploaded to the website to help 
members learn the parts, as well as the score which can be downloaded and 
printed (preferably for home study!) where this is not given out. There is no 
substitute for attending choir sessions though – where all the nuances of 
dynamics, pattern of verses and variations from the score are presented and 
practised – and in many cases not written down! Some of the arrangements are 
new and the details evolve as they are sung for the first time, and we work on the 
fine tuning (literally!) together. 
 
At the time of writing (late June 2017) I have just started the annual review of 
repertoire and I have so far received 25 responses. Of the 14 songs from which 
members were asked to select their five favourites, all songs have received some 
votes which range from 4 to 13 – a pretty even spread. In addition each song from 
the existing repertoire has been chosen by someone as a favourite with some as 
many as 23 votes down to some with 11. Members will always like some more 
than others, and even dislike one or two songs, but dislikes (of repertoire songs) 
are very few – so these preliminary results reinforce my confidence in continuing 
to choose a wide range of repertoire for you to enjoy. 
 
 
 



Choir Performances and Events 
The first performance of the choir singing year saw a good number of members 
singing three songs at a concert in November organised by members of the 
Langport Community Choir  (Somer Singers) in aid of St Margaret’s Somerset 
Hospice, where we heard sets from other choirs as well as the joint choirs who 
had attended workshops throughout the summer. In early December we 
performed once again to a very small but appreciative audience of staff and 
patients at South Petherton Hospital. Unfortunately, most likely due to cuts in 
funding, there was little promotion and publicity for this event which led to the low 
attendance. Despite this, choir members turned out in force and sung our 
Christmas programme very professionally looking resplendent in their red, orange 
and gold finery. Although this is an excellent local cause, we now need to focus 
our few performances where a wider audience can enjoy our efforts. We are such 
a large choir that there are few venues which can comfortably hold the number of 
choir members needed to ensure a successful and confident performance so this 
remains one of our challenges. The now regular Christmas “Sharing” 
performance to family and friends at the end of term was well attended as 
always, and the huge delicious buffet provided by you the members was enjoyed 
by all – singing gives everyone an appetite! Once more we entertained shoppers 
at the Farmers Market in March, where we surprised them all by starting off with 
a mini flash mob singing “Yenamanoa”, led by your leader carrying a large 
cauliflower bought at one of the stalls! The Langport Community Choir organised 
their regular Langport Community Choir Festival in June this year which a few 
members of the choir attended along with some of Blackdown Community Choir. 
We had fun learning some new songs and members had their final opportunity to 
join with BCC singing three songs at the short concert given by members of 
participating choirs. Finally at the time of writing we look forward to attending an 
end of year social celebration in July – a summer Ceilidh - where members will 
entertain family and friends during the break by the folk band, and enjoy tea cake 
and cordial in the sunshine (we hope!). The last session of the term will be an 
open session for those who were not able to attend the ceilidh where family and 
friends can drop in at any time to hear us sing our last formal session of the choir 
year.  
 
Summer workshops 
For the first time this year I plan to hold two workshops in August where choir 
members can come to a short informal Tuesday morning workshop on a pay-as-
you-go basis – and sing through repertoire as well as work on the parts of any 
songs they feel they need or want to practise. 
 
Thank-you once more to Viv, Ros and the rest of the committee for your 
dedicated and efficient support in managing the choirs affairs and events so that I 
can concentrate on the music, and thanks also to Keith for copying all the song 
sheets and to Pella for organising the repertoire files. Finally a huge thank-you to 
all you members who come to choir weekly with your smiles, enthusiasm and 
commitment to singing and learning the songs – enabling you to come together to 
make such an uplifting harmonious sound! 


