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The curent Committee consists of

Janet Hutton Chair
Christine Robinson Vice Chair/Catering Co ordinator
Ros Beattie  Events/Membership Secretary
Margaret Baker Treasurer
Carol Cooke Web-site Co-ordinator
Jane Hodgson Minutes Secretary
Pella Tromans  Repertoire Files
Trudy Cronin Non Officer member

This has been a very busy and varied year for the choir and a particularly
busy Autumn term.  Caroline has covered all the events in her report fully so
I will just give a brief summary here.
Last July we took part in the ‘Sing for Water’ event in Bristol, ourselves
raising an impressive £2500 through craft, produce, book and pre-loved item
sales, workshops, practice dvds for singers, and coffee mornings. 
Just to keep us going during the summer break Caroline held one of her
workshops in August which was well attended and a lovely relaxed event. 
Quite a few of us were lucky enough to go to Catalonia in October. 
Highlights included singing in Barcelona Cathedral,  Montserrat Monastery 
and in a small olde worlde square called Poble Espanol.  This was a 
wonderful opportunity to get to know other choir members and it was a very 
happy adventure.  Needless to say none of this would have taken place 
without the work of Dave Dwyer and all the planning committee including 
Ros who unfortunately was not well enough to go.  
At our Barcelona reunion in March at Horton Village Hall we  saw videos 
and photos which brought back the atmosphere so well – many thanks to 
Carol Cooke and her team for organising it.  
Other venues where we sang were at the Edgar Hall in Somerton, and at 
Dillington House  and  Jordans Courtyard  we sang Christmas songs and 
carols. 



Another great success has been our occasional 'Stay to Coffee' sessions so 
that members could catch up on news after choir – just having  a short time 
after choir to chat has been much appreciated.
 
Our end of term sharing for the last day of term went well to round the term 
off.

This year  so far we have performed at the Martock 'Come for Coffee' event 
in the Parish Hall – always a very worthwhile event.  

Plans are in hand for a  joint local event with Martock and Ash Primary 
Schools hopefully  in November and also the possibility of arranging a 
concert with other choirs in aid of St. Margaret's Hospice in their 40th 
Anniversary year, 2020.

Last but not least don't forget that we have our 'Drop in Morning' next week 
to finish the term with. 

There was some very sad news in September when we heard that Liz Jones 
had passed away. We were very privileged to be asked to sing Bridge over 
Troubled Water at her funeral in Montacute – a very emotional farewell.   
Liz had been on the committee for many years and contributed a great deal  
particularly fund raising for Water Aid.   When I joined the choir she was 
especially welcoming and she has been sadly missed by the choir.

Over the years our choir has been asked to sing at some events where limited
space  means  only  a  small  number  of  singers  could  sing,  meaning  that
sometimes an event has to be turned down. So a questionnaire was devised
to find out what members thought about the possibility of having a smaller
choir as well and also to find out how the members think the choir is doing.
An amazing 71 out of 80 members filled the questionnaire out and you have
seen the results in the Pie Charts displayed at several of our sessions. There
is an agenda item for discussing this later  in this AGM. Many thanks to
Caroline for creating the questionnaire and for spending hours analysing the
results with Ros.   

Ros, Keith and I attended the Norton Village Hall AGM in February and it
was good to be able to tell them that we are very happy with the hall and
thank them for maintaining it so well.



None of the above events would happen without the amazing hard work of
the committee and quite a few other members. First of all a huge thank you
to  Ros  who has  done  sterling  work with  membership  matters,  arranging
perfomances and events and keeping all members up to date on line and off.
Ros spends a lot of time and thought doing all this so that everything runs
smoothly.  Thank you Ros.
Also I would like to thank all our excellent committee members, Christine
our Vice Chair and Refreshments co ordinator, Margaret for her wonderful
work with the finances and the added workload for the Barcelona trip. For
Carol who sadly will be stepping down  after, I think, nearly 9 years on the
committee  - she  has organised the website brilliantly so that is it clear and
informative. Jane as our trusty secretary and Trudi for her expertise with the
Questionnaire Pie Charts and assisting Ros with the events, and Pella for
looking after the Repertioire copies. Also many other members have helped
including Jenny Becker for her updates on the website, press releases, events
write ups  and links with the church.  Keith for his support in printing when
needed and all things technical and photographical, and all those who help
with refreshments and putting out the chairs. Our Auditor this year has been
Joyce Humphreys so a big thank you to her.  
And then there is Caroline  - a very special thanks to her for her unstinting
work for our choir. She spends many hours on planning the songs for the
warm ups  and repertoire,   making sure  there  is  a  good variety  and also
challenging us at times to keep us on our toes!  She is fantastic at inspiring
us and we are so lucky to have her to lead us – you are a real treasure. Thank
you Caroline!

They say singing is good for you –  I looked on the internet and found so
many benefits - a workout, good for the immune system, improved posture,
lowers stress, keeps you mentally alert, the social aspect - to name but a few
- we certainly tick all the boxes.  In addition we raise money for good causes
so we are a true community choir. It is a real pleasure to be a part of this
unique  choir  where  we  can  enjoy  such  wonderful   singing  together  in
harmony.  Thank you all for being a part of it.

Chairperson


