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Songs and music 2018-2019  
This year, because of our choir tour to Catalonia as well as several other 
performances during the longer autumn term (13 weeks) the focus at the 
start was more on practising and refining the current repertoire than 
learning a lot of new songs.  In addition, following consultation with you 
the members, I decided to take on an extra challenge – to teach you a 
complex arrangement of the Pentatonix arrangement of the Leonard 
Cohen song “Hallelujah” originally in five parts but which I adapted for 
four.  Due to the complexity and the fact that each verse and chorus was 
different as well as there being an elaborate ending (almost a complete 
piece in itself), I knew it would only be possible to learn this song by 
members practising at home and all members were required to follow the 
score – to see where their part enters and the nuances of the many 
Hallelujah words – even though as per our Natural Voice philosophy all 
parts would continue to be taught and repeated by ear.  This was 
something of a departure from my usual approach, but perhaps more 
akin to how we learn Sing for Water songs (by doing homework).   I am 
absolutely delighted that you all grasped this challenge and rose to it 
admirably – to the extent that the song was in a singable form well before 
the year end (my original target for completion!). This represents a 
fantastic amount of work from all of you and shows how far you (we!) 
have come as a choir since our tentative but enthusiastic beginnings 
nine years ago. As a contrast most of the other songs learnt have been 
short and simple to be learnt quickly and add variety. 
 
Warm-ups: 1-3-5-8, Be Like a Bird, I have a Million Nightingales, Swing 
the World in Harmony. Love is Like a River, Aho mitakuye; from previous 
years: Every Voice Shall Sing, Adios 
Main songs and shorts: Amazing Grace*, Freedom is Coming , 
Njetsvoda, Keys to the Kingdom, Ripples in the Rockpools, The Rose*, E 
hara i te mea, Hallelujah*, (3 of these songs marked * were chosen 
following members’ suggestions). 
Christmas: Because it was such a busy term I decided to revisit last 
year’s Christmas songs and carols and some old favourites with just one 
new song (Song of the Robin Redbreast):  Sweet Chiming Bells, Lo the 
Eastern Sages Rise, Carol of the Bells, Gaudete, May Your Cup Always 
Be Full  + our usual traditional ones– Silent Night, Deck the Hall, Boar’s 
Head Carol. 
 
I have also started to introduce a repertoire song at the end of the warm-
up when time, just before the new learning, and sometimes in the middle 
of the session just to wake us up! 
 



Performances and Events:  since the last AGM we enjoyed a 
successful open session for family and friends (10th July) followed by 
refreshments, and participated in the Sing for Water West at the 
amazing Passenger Shed in Bristol (15th July) which I described in detail 
last year. Despite being an incredibly hot day we were rewarded by 
hearing half the participants (from choirs closer to Bristol) sing the songs 
we had been learning and then perform our songs as a massed choir. As 
well as raising funds for Wateraid to help some of the most marginalised 
communities in the world and to provide clean water, decent toilets and 
good hygiene, it is always an awesome experience lifting our voices in 
song with so many other singers and dressed in our summer watery 
greeny blues. 
The highlight of this year was undoubtedly our second trip abroad - the 
choir tour to Catalonia in the autumn(18th-22nd October), attended by 
41 singers including participants from several other choirs. This included 
four wonderful performances at Barcelona Cathedral, Montserrat 
Monastery, an outdoor performance at Poble Espanol and an informal 
short evening performance at the hotel. I have appended a separate note 
about this, and circulated to members along with my report. The best 
account of this was written by Jenny Becker – in the members area on 
the website so do read it if you haven’t already!  
 
During the summer (12th Aug) I held another workshop for choir 
members and Catalonia participants from other choirs, to run through 
some of the repertoire for the tour. A further two workshops (16th 
September, 6th October) were held in the autumn term for all the 
Catalonia participants, an essential part of coming together and 
becoming familiar with each other and the songs. 
 
Once again we participated in the combined choirs charity concert in 
Edgar Hall, Somerton (organised by Chris Strong and the Somer 
Singers) in aid of St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice and Wateraid (9th 
November). I led a joint choir performance of a selection of songs from 
the summer’s Sing for Water West with singers from Harmony 303 
together with some from David Sutcliffe’s, Catherine Mowatt’s, and Claire 
Anstee’s choirs. 
 
This was followed by three more performances: once again the Dillington 
Christmas Fair (1st December), where we sang some of our Christmas 
songs outside and inside, and then outside at Jordan’s Courtyard (6th 
December)  for The Jemima Layzell Trust. 
 
We finished the term as always with our popular sharing for family and 
friends at Norton Village Hall (11th December) followed by the now 
legendary Christmas buffet! 
 



Since the very busy autumn term and all over the previous summer – 
with many performances and the choir tour as well as Sing for Water 
West, we decided to take it easy over the next couple of terms regarding 
performances and have a relaxing few months just learning a few songs 
and singing repertoire.  Towards the end of the spring term some choir-
members together with Catalonia participants from other choirs reprised 
a few of the repertoire songs from the concert tour at a lovely reunion 
event where we were able to relive some of the trip’s best moments 
through videos and photos (31st March) accompanied of course by a 
delicious tea!. At the beginning of the summer term we once more 
entertained parishioners at their monthly “Come for Coffee” at Martock 
Parish Hall (26th April) and at the time of writing look forward to our final 
end of term drop-in for family and friends with refreshments, to round off 
our singing year. 
 
Membership: We were greatly saddened by the death during the 
summer of our much-loved choir-member Liz Jones, who worked 
tirelessly to help raise funds for Wateraid as part of our Sing for Water 
projects, and she is greatly missed. It was an honour to sing at her 
memorial service at Montacute Church (29th September) where the choir 
sang one of her favourite of our songs – Bridge Over Troubled Water.  
On a happier note, choir numbers have continued to thrive without any 
real publicity and we can now boast a healthy tenor and bass section in 
addition to the large number of sopranos and altos. Because of pressure 
on space in the hall when there is high attendance, we will be reducing 
total numbers slightly so that I can continue with the two-tiered 
horseshoe formation and maintain the more intimate atmosphere. Thank-
you for your patience in laying out the chairs each week to achieve this! 
 
Thank-you also to all members (most of you!) who responded to the 
questionnaire seeking your views about performance.  We receive many 
more requests than we can fulfil, sometimes on account of our size, and 
your responses will help inform our next steps as we decide whether to 
have a smaller sub-group to commit to more performances. 
 
And finally a big thank-you to Ros and all the committee as always for 
your tireless hard work and support behind the scenes to enable the 
choir’s affairs to run to smoothly, and especially in relation to the many 
and specific practical arrangements for venues and events. And of 
course a massive thanks to you lovely choir members for all the fun, 
laughter, singing and learning. I continue to be in awe of the sound you 
make and that you still come each week - may the wonderful harmonies 
continue! 
 
 


